ROCKY RIVER LODGE NO. 703 F. & A. M.
20149 LAKE ROAD
ROCKY RIVER, OHIO, 44116

-
UPCOMING EVENTS

Jan 07 Special Meeting - Happy New Year and

a warm welcome back!
Jan 12 Stated Meeting

Jan 19 Awards Night - Celebrate the service of
your fellow brethren!

Jan 21 Typewritten Ritual - Masonic Temple

36th & Euclid - details within
Jan 26 Stated Meeting - MM°
Jan 29 Breakfast in the Park (dress warmly!)
Feb 02 Special Meeting

Feb 16 Lodge Inspection Night EA° - Please
plan to attend and enjoy fine degree
work and fellowship.

January 2012

Please visit our website at:

Volume 70 - Issue 02 http://www.rockyriver703.com

Fraternal Greetingg from:

Worshipful Brother
Eric D. Butler
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Worry Less. Laugh Often. Live Well

We Invite you to visit our beautiful campus or be our guest at a Sunday brunch.

“Greetings From
Sunset Beach,

North Carolinal”
Brother Bill Carothers
1-910-575-6505

¢ full-service retirement community

Western Reserve
MASONIC COMMUNITY INC.

* several stress free living options

¢ we welcome ALL seniors

age 55 and older
Located near the intersection of I-71 & Rt. 18 in Medina, Ohio 4931 Nettleton Rd. 1-866-433-1514

—ZEIS——

Mc_(jreevey_

FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICE

Morgan Stanley
Smith Barney

THE WM. PLOTZ
MACHINE & FORGE CO.
ESTABLISHED 1888 ~ INCORPORATED 1992

Jim and Tom Plotz
2514 Center St.
Cleveland, Ohio 44113-1111
216-861-0441

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

JOHN G. “Jack” McGREEVEY

(216) 221-0220
zmfh.com
Fax (216) 529-1028
Res. (440) 356-0017
1-800-536-0220

16105 DETROIT AVENUE
LAKEWOOD, OHIO 44107

David R. Freeman,
Associate Vice President
direct: 440.835.6814 toll free: 800.473.0003
159 Crocker Park Blvd Suite 460
Westlake, Ohio 44145

david.freeman@morganstanley.com
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What Came You Here To Do?

“And now, my brethren,

What came you here to do?

When you joined our mystic circle,

Had you a purpose in your heart

To be of service to your fellow man,
And perform your allotted part?

Or came you out of curiosity

Or motives personal in view?

Tell me, brother of the square,

What came you here to do?

Have you failed to grasp the meaning
Of the symbols of our chart?

Have you learned to subdue your passions
And make improvements in your art?
Do you always, always uphold the trusts
On which we firmly stand,

Teaching the Fatherhood of God

And the Brotherhood of Man?

Have you been willing to aid the brother
When life surges were fierce and wild?
Have you offered cheer and comfort

To the Mason’s widow, wife and child?
If you have done so, my brother,

You are a Mason good and true,

And can give a correct answer

What came you here to do?”

-Reprint from “The Masonic News” (IL)

From The East

Brethren, it’s a brand-new year! We have many excellent
opportunities with a fresh start, the very beginning of 2012.
Everyone we meet, everywhere we go every day, we are Ma-
sons. We’ve all heard that Masonry competes with religion.
Well, let’s think about this.

Masonry complements religion, doesn’t it? We all learn valu-
able lessons in our degree work. These lessons, coupled with
the LEO’s upcoming programs, aid and assist each one of us
to be a better person. We build within our minds, our spirits
and, as a consequence, we are better on the outside. Our light
has to shine, doesn’t it? And doesn’t that lend itself to being
more conscious of our dealings with each and every one we
meet and deal with every day?

Worshipful Master
Eric D. Butler

Sounds like Masonry and religion are pretty good partners. Further, Masonry doesn’t direct
anyone into a particular religious direction. Therefore, it actually is more universal than most
non-Masons think. A Supreme Being must be believed in, period. From there, Masons take
the lessons learned and incorporate, add-to, and augment our own personal Temples within,
seeing God as we deem appropriate.

Masonry can learn a lot from religion. Religion can learn a lot from Masonry. Each is impor-
tant by itself. But together, they are much stronger.

As we ramp-up for 2012, we will all strive to improve ourselves, thereby improving each
other. Like Masonry and religion, we all stand well alone, but we stand much stronger to-
gether. You already know this or you wouldn’t be a Mason. Let’s help each other through our
Masonic year and through our lives. Everyone we meet along the way will benefit, including
us. Remember, “Virtus Junxit Mors Non Sep Arabit”.

Happy New Year,
Eric

Typewritten Ritual

The annual Ritual Training Session and type-written ritual will be presented at the Masonic
hall 36th and Euclid downtown Cleveland on Saturday, January 21st. This presentation is
a bit of living Masonic history as you can read in the associated article that follows. Please
contact your lodge officers for more information. They usually assemble a car pool for
transportation and any interested Master Masons are welcome to attend!
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Saxton Funeral Homes

Est.1872

14133Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

25620 Center Ridge Road
Westlake, Ohio 44145
Phone:216-221-2400

7280
Soccesr

Harlan F. Saxton

Law Offices of

BENJAMIN F. FARAH

Attorneys & Counselors at Law Ltd.

1154 Linda Street Suite 175
Rocky River, OH 44116

Ph: 440-331-0801 Fax: 440-331-0733

Email: bfarah@riverlaw.com

PLEAS
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17419 Detroit Avenue Lakewood, Ohio 44107
216-226-7850
Flowers for Every Occasion
www.brownpleasance.com
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Rocky River Lodge #703 F. & A. M. - 2012 Officers

Eric D. Butler ----------—--- Worshipful Master
216-215-4911 ericdbutler@yahoo.com

Charles R. Pavlovski --------- Senior Warden

216-571-1543

Michael ). Goldbach --------- Junior Warden Raymond F. Ecobichon, P.M. ----- Welfare
440-934-6402
Thomas E. Lindsey, P. M. -------- Treasurer
Jonathan H. Krapf, P.M. -----------—-- Editor
Russ Kilpatrick, P. M. ------------—- Secretary 440-724-6481 jonk703@aol.com

440-356-1717 pmredscot@gmail.com
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The Ritual of The Grand Lodge of Ohio
by M.W. Charles B. Hoffman, Chairman

The lodges in Ohio which formed the Grand Lodge in 1808 were at that time using the rituals of the respective Grand Lodges that had
chartered them. Consequently, the ritualistic work varied with the number of Lodges. When Masonry was brought to the American
Colonies from England, the ritual was still in process of formation in the mother country, which probably had much to do with the
variation in the ritualistic work of the respective Grand Jurisdictions in America. The rituals of that early day were not written but were
communicated only by oral instruction. To this day, there is no single official ritual for the Grand Lodge of England.

The proceedings of our Grand Lodge are silent on the subject of ritual until 1834 when Samuel Reed, the Master of Nova Caesarea
Harmony Lodge No.2, started a movement in the Grand Lodge to make our ritualistic work uniform. Reed subsequently became Grand
Lecturer and continued in that capacity until 1847 when he resigned. Brother Reed used and taught the work of Thomas Smith Webb,
which he had learned from Brother Calvin Washburn, a Past Master of Nova Caesarea Harmony Lodge, who in turn, along with Brother
Webb had learned it from Brother Eason, Provincial Grand Lecturer from England. The “Webb” work has continued to be the work of

the Grand Lodge of Ohio.

However, in 1855, our Grand Master complained that there was a serious lack of uniformity in ritual in the various Lodges in Ohio,
even in those meeting in the same buildings. This lack of uniformity was the apparent result of the ritual not having been committed to

writing.

In 1856 the Grand Lodge passed a resolution forbidding unauthorized persons to visit Masonic Lodges in Ohio and give instructions in

Freemasonry for pay.

In October, 1857, the old Grand Lecturer system was abolished and instruction in a revised ritual was entrusted to the revisers. Some
controversy arose over the matter of “District Deputy Grand Masters”; their title was changed to “District Lecturer” and their powers

restricted to instruction in the revised ritual.

In 1859 a ritual was adopted, and in 1860 a resolution by the Grand Lodge required all
Lodges to comply therewith.

With all this effort to insure uniformity of work, results were not satisfactory. Grand Master
Levi Goodale in 1891 addressed the Grand Lodge on the matter and recommended a plan
in use at that time by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts which had proved successful. This
plan provided for a pen- and-ink copy of the official ritual adopted by the Grand Lodge to
be placed in the custody of the Grand Master and at the expiration of his term to be turned
over by him to his successor.

His recommendation was adopted, a committee appointed, the ritual prepared and written
by Brother J. W. Iredell, Jr. and adopted by the Grand Lodge as the official ritual, in 1892.
It was soon discovered by the Grand Master that some more rapid means of conveying the
new official ritual to the Lodges must be found and in 1893 Grand Master Allen Andrews
authorized the printing of two hundred copies in code or cipher form, and in the same year
additional copies sufficient to supply each Lodge with one were authorized; this was ac-
complished in 1895.

In 1921 a new issue of the cipher ritual was printed and supplied to the Lodges. This edition
included a number of revisions most of which were in the instructions (or rubrics) for con-
ducting the work. In 1942 a significant step was taken in the authorization of divided cipher
rituals for use by officers and candidates in committing the work. Until 1948 the esoteric
and the monitorial material had been supplied in separate volumes. Dissatisfaction with this
inconvenience to our officers brought a steadily increasing demand for a change which re-
sulted in the printing of a new issue that included both the esoteric work in cipher code and
the monitorial sections arranged in proper sequence. At the same time the number of rituals

continued on page 4

Bus:216-226-5356 WWw.mcgorray.com
Res:216-226-7660 Fax:216-226-5359

Email: greg@mcgorray.com

McGorray Bros.. Co.

14133 Detroit Ave. 25620 Center Ridge Rd.
Lakewood, Ohio Westlake, Ohio
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Gregory D. Hayden

Fraternal Greetinge and
Beat Wigheg from:

Worshipful Brother
Donald C. MaclLeod, P.M.
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Full Flow Drone Valves for
Great Highland Bagpipes
Bagpiping services available
Contact Russ Kilpatrick for additional information.

2750 Jameston Dr. Rocky River, Ohio 44116
Ph:1-440-721-7644

Email: russ@redscot.net Web:http://redscot.net
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David Burton Evans

Brother David Burton Evans was born
on July 6, 1911.

Brother Evans was initiated an En-
tered Apprentice on September 15, 1949,
passed to the Degree of Fellowcraft on
October 20, 1949 and raised to the sub-
lime Degree of Master Mason on January
17, 1950.

All degrees were conferred in Rocky
River Lodge #703, F. & A M.

Brother Evans was called to the
Grand Lodge above on December 7, 2011
at the age of 100, ending 62 years of con-
tinuous Masonic affiliation.

Spencer Allen West

Brother Spencer Allen West was born
on August 18, 1923 in Cleveland, Ohio

Brother West was initiated an Entered
Apprentice on October 29, 1968, passed
to the Degree of Fellowcraft on January 7,
1969 and raised to the sublime Degree of
Master Mason on February 18, 1969.

All degrees were conferred in A. A.
Stephens Lodge #733, F. & A.M. Brother
West dimited to Rocky River Lodge #703
F.&A.M. on January 31, 1984 when A.

A. Stephens Lodge #733 could no longer
sustain its existence and merged with our
lodge.

Brother West was called to the Grand
Lodge above on December 20, 2011 at
the age of 88, ending 42 years of continu-
ous Masonic affiliation.

More Light in Masonry
*  www.freemason.com

+  www.facebook.com/grandlodgeohio
e http://gmohio.blogspot.com

*  www.ohiodistrict22.org

continued from page 3

supplied each Lodge was increased from one to five. The original and only pen-and-ink
copy of this ritual which had been prepared and adopted in 1892, remained in the cus-
tody of successive Grand Masters until 1944. Because of the evidences of wear, it was at
that time placed in the custody of the Chair- man of the Ritual Committee for reference
but was not to be taken from its place of safe-keeping except for the annual meetings of
the Grand Lodge. In 1949 these latter restrictions were removed by the Grand Lodge.

Increasing evidences of wear and tear on this priceless volume prompted the Ritual
Committee in 1956 to recommend that a typewritten copy of the ritual be made for
instruction purposes, and that the original pen-and-ink ritual be kept in the Grand Lodge
building at Worthington in the care of the Grand Secretary.

This recommendation was approved and the typewritten copy of the ritual, of which this
history is a part, is the result.

Since the adoption of our official ritual in 1891, changes in its text have been firmly
resisted, for ours is a ritual which is unique in terseness and beauty of diction. Any
change, there- therefore, is more apt to weaken than to strengthen it.

The preparation of this typewritten copy posed a number of interesting questions to the
Ritual Committee, all of them of minor import. For example, it was discovered that the
pen-and- ink ritual contained two or three unquestionable errors in spelling; many “in-
consistencies”, if not errors, 11l punctuation; and a decided lack of uniformity in the use
of capital letters. Neither have the revised editions of the cipher ritual been consistent
with the original pen-and-ink copy nor with themselves.

The Ritual Committee has decided these points as seemed for the best interests of Ma-
sonry in Ohio and hopes their efforts, meets with general approval.

The actual work of typing was done both in preliminary and final form entirely by Rt.
Worshipful Brother Harold W. Hall of Marion, a former District Deputy Grand Master
and a member of the Ritual Committee.

Masons once “Met on the Square”

“In the Prestonian Lectures as practiced in the beginning of the eighteenth century, it was
said that Masons “met on the Square and hoped to part on the Level.” In the American
system of Webb a change was made and we were instructed that “they met on the Level
and parted on the Square.”

In 1843, the Baltimore Convention made a still further change by adding that they “act
by the Plumb,” and this formula is now, although quite modern, generally adopted by the
Lodges of the United States of America.”

- Mackey’s Revised Encyclopedia of Freemasonry

“The Future of Freemasonry is Up to You”
- Most Worshipful Brother Kevin Todd, Grand Master of Masons in Ohio
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